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Abstract

Basic Research on Universal Design For The Socially Disadvantaged

A recent study found that designing for the disadvantaged is essential for 10%
of the population, benefits 40% and collectively is a business for everyone. The
purpose of this study is to establish the direction for future projects by
accumulating basic data for the considerate design for the socially disadvantaged

in the public sector in Suwon.

The socially weak include the physically weak, the economically weak, and the
informationally weak. A variety of support systems are provided for the
physically and economically disadvantaged, while the informationally
disadvantaged suffers from restrictions and discrimination in use or cannot
exercise basic rights, but no support system is in place. Therefore, this study was
conducted for the informationally disadvantaged because unlike other
disadvantaged persons, the information service provided by the public rather

than the support system can provide an independent living foundation.

This study started by identifying the trends in design considering the socially
underprivileged through best cases of other local governments and overseas
cases. Before the visit, whether information about the target site can be
obtained through online or wired inquiry, a universal design checklist related to
buildings and street spaces was prepared and analyzed to investigate the current

status of Suwon City.

In order to have the city's competitiveness in the area of consideration design

(universal design), it is necessary to review the following measures.
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First, the Suwon City website should provide necessary information to socially
disadvantaged citizens who want to visit Suwon City. Currently, the Suwon City
website does not provide information on access roads and facilities, including
toilets for the disabled, parking for the disabled, wheelchair access, elevators for
the disabled, and wheelchair and infant car rentals, which must be checked
before visiting. This is a problem in which socially disadvantaged citizens,
including the physically weak, also fall into the category of information
vulnerable, and thus may be subject to restrictions and discrimination in the use

of facilities.

Second, it is necessary to enact a general law along with a change of
perspective (paradigm) that expands the socially underprivileged to the concept
of 'ordinary citizens' as well as the disabled and the elderly. In our case, as can
be seen from the legal term 'transportation vulnerable’, we still have a view that
only the disabled are recognized as special objects of protection. Considering
the German case, the design of consideration for the socially disadvantaged
should be regarded as a basic measure for ordinary citizens, not as a means of
consideration for the socially disadvantaged. In particular, it is necessary to
enact a general law on universal design (considering design), which needs to be

conducted as a follow-up study.

Lastly, in connection with the project to be carried out in Suwon, the basic
plan can be reviewed from a mid- to long-term perspective on designing for the
socially disadvantaged. In order to approach considerate design from the concept
of ordinary citizens and use it in various projects, it is necessary to promote a
basic plan or to establish an information service system such as a facility guide

for the socially disadvantaged.

Keyword : Considerate Design, Design For Socially Disadvantaged, Informationational

Weak, Universal Design, Barrier Free
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