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Abstract

A Study of Current Conditions and Characteristics in Low-Rise

Residential Areas

The purpose of this study is to analyze the current condition of low-rise housing
in Suwon city and to help future research and to provide implications for
improving the status of low-rise areas.

The low-rise housing occupies 43.7% of all houses in Suwon. The density of
small multi-family houses and urban living houses increased due to the large
supply, but the quality of the residential environment was lowered since there
was no improvement of the infrastructure. Low-rise dwellings have been left out
of policy concern and even management standards were not prepared.

Low-rise residences can respond to various changes in the city. However,
apartment complexes have destroyed existing culture and urban organization, and
brought the uniformity of urban landscape. Therefore, preservation and
regeneration of old low-rise dwellings in the city center is very important and
policy change would be needed.

78% of low-rise dwellings in Suwon are more than 20 years old, and 50% of
them are more than 30 years old. Deterioration of housing leads to poor quality
of life for residents.

In 2009, deregulation induced to provide a lot of urban living housings. Looking
at the trends over the last five years, single-family houses are decreasing every
year, and multi-family houses are gradually increasing. The dense low-rise
dwellings have resulted in degrading the quality of the residential environment.
So that there is a need for management plan for the lack of parking lot, for
example. In addition, the average age of residents living in low-rise dwellings was

3.5 years higher than the average in Suwon city as a whole. The aging index of
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low-rise dwellings was 178% which is 2.4 times higher than that of apartment
dwellings. In particular, low-rise dwellings in the old districts had a high aging
index and also a high average age.

In Suwon, 52.9% of single-person households live in low-rise residential areas,
and most of them are located around universities and businesses.

The income level of residents living in low-rise residential districts in Suwon
are often appeared low. According to the 2017 Suwon Housing Survey, residents
in 40.8% of low-rise dwellings lived on rent. The average monthly income of them
is about 2.54 million won, which is about 1.7 times lower than that of apartment
residents. The proportion of residents who feel burdensome on housing costs is
34.8%, higher than that of apartment residents.

In recent years, urban regeneration of low-rise residential areas has been carried
out by central government support projects, but only in limited areas. In 2017,
a law on ‘empty and small-scale house maintenance’ was enacted, but the projects
specified in the law were not activated, yet. It is necessary to improve the quality
of housing and living environment for all low-rise dwellings. Standards for
improving the quality of the living environment should be established and realized.

On the basis of the fact in this study, it is necessary to classify the characteristics
of the residential areas and to seek management methods according to the types.
If the detailed analysis by type and the management direction for the residential
environment are suggested, more effective management will be possible.

Suwon Sustainable City Foundation is planning to build an archive about data
related to urban regeneration. Based on various information provided by various
institutions including Suwon city, the comprehensive and systematic status of
low-rise housing should be identified. In addition, the public should actively make
efforts to manage low-rise residential housing by considering local characteristics

and collecting opinions of residents.

Keyword : Low-rise Residential Areas, Urban Development, Detached Housing,

Multi-Family Housing
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