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Abstract

A Study on the Urban Space and Transformation of Major

Commercial Area in Suwon City Since 2000

Since 2000, Suwon City has continued to develop new areas and expanded its
wide-area transportation networks, including extension of subway lines.
Large-scale development projects cause a population influx, and at the same
time cause many changes in the region by creating infrastructure such as the
opening of transport networks. The development plan will affect the spatial
structure of the city, especially in areas where population activities are mostly
conducted such as the commercial districts. Therefore, it is necessary to identify
the changing patterns of commercial districts in the wake of the drastic change
in the city of Suwon and to lay the foundation for future urban planning and
policy making.

This study looks at changes in urban space due to changes in major
development plans and policies in Suwon City. For this purpose, we derive major
commercial districts based on geographical locations of licensed information of
industries and businesses in Suwon City in the 2000s, and analyze the ratio of
commercial districts over time to identify the pattern of changes. These areas
and changing patterns are combined with changes in the city's major urban
policies and space. Based on the results of these analyses, we are going to derive
the policy implications that can be considered in future urban planning and
policy making.

A total of 11 commercial facilities in Suwon City are derived after identifying
the integrated sites of commercial facilities. Overall, the food sector accounted
for a high percentage of most commercial districts. The number of licensed

businesses for commercial facilities showed a trend of increasing throughout the
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years due to various urban development projects carried out since the 2000s and
the growing population of Suwon City, and new commercial districts such as
Gyeonggi University, Gwanggyo, and Homaesil are found to be formed. In areas
of high density in college and office industries, food was more frequent, and
around residential areas, living businesses tended to show higher frequency than
in other areas. The results showed that areas with high density of commercial
facilities, Suwon Station, Maesan-dong, Yeongtong Station, and Suwon City Hall,
are divided into commercial areas in terms of use zoning, but other areas were
analyzed to be separated from commercial areas under the Suwon City Urban
Master Plan.

Afterwards, the theory affecting changes in commercial areas was reviewed,
and based on this, major commercial districts could be drawn through the
analysis of commercial facility density in Suwon City, and they are used as
forecast and response data for changes in major urban areas.

Predicting a change in the business district through the results of this study
is difficult but also important in cities where changes are rapid. It is necessary
to develop criteria for location selection based on analysis of the flow of major
commercial districts in Suwon City and their relationship with each other in
order to increase their regional vitality when selecting a target location for
policy projects such as urban renewal in the future.

In addition, the pace of change in the commercial districts is rapidly emerging
as a result of the change in the urban structure, which requires continuous
monitoring of them. By doing so, identifying the change flow of regional
commercial districts over time can help them to come up with preliminary

countermeasures against the change.

Keyword: Suwon City, Urban Area, Commercial Area, Business District, Industry Ratio
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