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3 Q 9K(Abstract)






The Analysis of Culture Tourism Experience

— Focused on the Recreation Specialization —

Koreas' interest in traveling to historic sites has increased recently
and is expected to continue. In spite of this trend, there are few
studies have attempted to study the collective effects of the behavior
or characteristic of individual visiting cultural sites. Previous studies
suggest that there may be types of tourists who progress from general

tourists to specialized cultural travelers.

The purpose of this study was to document which dimensions of
culture specialization exist in tourists and whether types of cultural
tourists differ based on sociodemographic characteristics, motivation,
visitation behavior, and attitude. A ground theory methodology has
been used throughout this paper to explain the experience of culture
tourists based on their specialization level. In depth interviews were
conducted of eight culture tourists who visited to Suwon Hwaseong

frequently.

After interviewing the researcher coded the data based on the
grounded theory methodology. This study followed three steps of
coding process. In the open process, concepts where found through
conceptualization of blocks which are broken down from raw data. In
the axial coding process, the relationship between categories and

subcategories through a paradigm models.



According to paradigm model, frist, it seems plausible to apply
recreation specialization theory to culture tourists. Like previous
MeclIntyre and Pigram(1992)'s general model, culture specialization also
can be seen to include three basic components — behavioral (i.e.,
multiple measures of experience, equipment, and setting), cognitive
(i.e., knowledge and skill), and psychological (i.e., involvement and

centrality).

Second, highly specialized individuals tends to have more knowledge
and, as result, more realistic expectations of what they will be
encountering during their visit.

Third, knowing that there are segments cultural tourists is useful in
programs and developing promotional campaigns targeted to needs of
each person, especially those at the lower end of specialization

continuum, may be important.

Findings of this study provide important implications, in cross cultural
perspective, to culture tourism studies and marketing strategies of
cultural heritages. Results show that the culture tourists tended to
progress over the time period in terms of cultual skills and knowledge.
In particular, the characteristics of Suwon culture tourists are
prominently featured in accumulation of skill (i.e., physical and social
skill for culture experience), investment of time and effort, and desires
for difference and luxury. Interestingly, compared to American culture
tourist, the network within culture tourists is found in Suwon culture
tourists. Derived from this study of the cultural tourist experience
structure will need to be modified though repetitive experiments and

comparison of the model.
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